WHOSE BREATH IS
IN HIS NOSTRILS



* One of the great themes of the Bible is the contrast between
fearing God and fearing our fellow humans.

* Jeremiah 17:5-8
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* Are there exceptions to this? Is this a zero-sum equation?
Clearly, we must “honor the king™ (1 Pet. 2:17) and give “fear
to whom fear is due” (Rom. 13:7). We must give special
preference to our brethren (Rom. 12:10). We also respect
and honor our spouses and family members (Eph. 5:33, 6:1-
2). So what does it look like to fear, exalt, or trust in man in a
way that is inappropriate?



EXALTING HIM ABOVE HIS PAY-GRADE

» Mankind has always had a tendency to elevate itself above its
‘pay grade’, so to speak. It started with the very first
temptation (“you will be like God!") and continues today every
time we become a little too impressed with how clever we are.
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* Remember not to give yourself (or your enemies or the people
you idolize) too much credit.

e |saiah 51:12-13
e Psalm 27:1
* Hebrews 13:6 & Matthew 10:28



DON'T BE GULLIBLE ABOUT
DANGEROUS CHARACTERS
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* Proverbs 29:25. 241 2 10 27
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* Proverbs 29:25, 24:1-2, 10:27

» Some people are exactly who they appear to be (1 Timothy
9:24), such as Abimelech in Judges 9. The people of Shechem

gave him honor he didn't deserve and paid for it.



e Galatians 1:10, 2:12
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INFLUENCE™ ™



e Galatians 1:10, 2:12
o 1 Samuel 15:24

e John 12:42, 5:44

* 2 Kings 17:15-18
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» 2 Kings 17:15-18

* In the end, mankind's pride will be brought

very low (Isaiah 2:11-22) R 4
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