HE PEACEMAKER'S PATH



TWO STORIES

* Genesis 26:12-22 — Isaac probably
would have felt justified if he had
responded more violently to the
Philistines. He was in the right and
had enough resources that he
intimidated them.
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e 1 Samuel 25:32-35 — David subtly
acknowledges how wrong he would
have been if he had used the sword
to solve this problem. It is, in fact,
Abigail who is the hero of the story.




* [t seems like our society is more “on edge” than ever.
While it might be true that on an individual level we are

experiencing unprecedented trials, Solomon was right
(Ecclesiastes 1:10).

Vol S AR R TR D8 3
Wiy ¢ (Nl 1}, 0 L, e el
S} ‘.. ‘ : l\,f\. "‘ w ‘k x : » o7 . =

s
27 PToy LS BT - PP i \. ary T AT Y] ;’ T O T N
- ! e Ly - Pt » g N Uy v / .
5 _".r??f R 57 5 L E ¥ Nk B X {3l ' AN S0 ') [\ N
: s oY F‘”f‘ e - A L PR 5 LA ) ! A\ . »
s t LA S UL (e Jr “ac VRN £~ e ] DR TS L NN '



* [t seems like our society is more “on edge” than ever
While it might be true that on an individual level we are

experiencing unprecedented trials, Solomon was right
(Ecclesiastes 1:10).

g * Conflict is a natural consequence of competing personal

" interests (Ecc. 4:4). This is why Jesus’ disciples are called
:‘ 7 to be distinctive. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” He said.
“My peace | leave with you...” (John 14:27).

. Jesus was the perfect model (Isalah 42:1-4). ¢
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50 HOW (AND WHY)
SHOULD | FOLLOW THE
PEACEMAKER'S PATH?



WORST CASE

LOOK AT THE BEST CASE



PEACEMAKERS
MAKE IT EASY
ON OTHERS TO

PURSUE PEACE
WITH THEM

Romans 12:17-21
Hebrews 12:12-15
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CORNSTARCH + WATER = NON-NEWTONIAN FLUID



 PEACEMAKERS SAVE THEIR
CREDIT FOR WHAT MATTERS



* Most people don't have the emotional capacity to tolerate constant
negativity, criticism, or strong opinions on everything under the
sun. It's a fact: your friends will just stop listening eventually.
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* You can't be angry about everything (Proverbs 29:9, 29:11, 14:29-

30, 15:1, 12:16, 12:18). There are only so many times you can draw
on your emotional credit with people before they shut down.
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* “You're worried and bothered about so many things, but only a few
things are necessary, really only one” (Luke 10:41-42).
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negativity, criticism, or strong opinions on everything under the
sun. It's a fact: your friends will just stop listening eventually.

* You can't be angry about everything (Proverbs 29:9, 29:11, 14:29-

30, 15:1, 12:16, 12:18). There are only so many times you can draw
on your emotional credit with people before they shut down.

* “You're worried and bothered about so many things, but only a few
things are necessary, really only one” (Luke 10:41-42).

* If you want your voice to be really powerful, don't dilute it!
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