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We are probably kidding ourselves into
believing that life is ever “normal”...

The Bible frequently presents life as in flux
and chaotic. The world is wearing out and
perishing (Ps. 102:26). Generations come
and go with constant turnover (Ecc. 1:4).
“Time and chance” and crazy results
overtake us all (Ecc. 9:11-12). Kings rise and
fall, and so do the kingdoms they rule over
(Dan. 2:20-21). War, famine, and upheaval
are not the exception (Matt. 24:6-8).

As the Hebrew writer puts it, “Here we do not
have a lasting city” (Heb. 13:14).



When, exactly, was life

normal?



In fairness, we always felt
- like the church was
A an exception in
some ways




A foretaste of
something better

* The church foreshadows heavenly
things. It is the body of Christ (1
Cor. 12:12-13) and the household
of God (1 Tim. 3:15).
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A foretaste of
something better

* The church foreshadows heavenly
things. It is the body of Christ (1
Cor. 12:12-13) and the household
of God (1 Tim. 3:15).

« We have been purchased by Jesus’
blood (Acts 20:28) to redeem us
from our futile way of life (1 Pet.
1:18-19).

*As God’s people we enjoy the
benefits of the Spirit, a pledge or
foretaste of glory (Rom. 8:23, 2
Cor. 1:22, Eph. 1:14).




But we exist in a
corrupted world




2 Corinthians 5
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3 Things ’m Learning

* Security/safety is a myth (James
4:14, Matthew 16:25). Jesus offers
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* Security/safety is a myth (James
4:14, Matthew 16:25). Jesus offers

a different kind of peace than the
world (John 14:27).

« This year has opened wide the
small cracks that were easy to
ignore. We have seen a world torn
apart because it lost its routine.
Remember John 17:14-18.

* All of existence will be overhauled
in the resurrection (Phil. 3:20-21,
John 14:1-4, 1 Cor. 15). Then, and
only then, will we realize what it
means to feel normal.




