


“Hear, 0 Israel!
The Lord is our God.
the Lord Is one”

DEUTERONOMY 6:4



“| and My Father are one.”

JORN 10:30



AN EOOENTIAL CHRISTAIN DOCTRINE

o The issue isn't so much that the New Testament is unclear
about Jesus’ deity — it's just that His deity challenges our
thinking about the oneness of God (John 5:18, 7:58). A number
of modern religious groups, including Jehovah's Witnesses and
Latter-Day Saints, contend that Jesus was not co-equal with
God and was a created being.



AN EOOENTIAL CHRISTAIN DOCTRINE

* The issue isn't so much that the New Testament is unclear
about Jesus’ deity — it's just that His deity challenges our

thinking about the oneness of God (John 5:18, 7:58). A number
of modern religious groups, including Jehovah's Witnesses and

Latter-Day Saints, contend that Jesus was not co-equal with
God and was a created being.

» Co-creator - Colossians 1:26, Hebrews 1:1-3

* Fullness of deity - Colossians 2:9-10

* Eternal - Revelation 1:8

* Power to give life - John 3:21, 5:24-25, Philippians 3:20-21



“In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.”

JORN 1:1-3



bOD, THE FATHER

 “| am the first, and | am the last”
(Isaiah 44:6).

* “| am Jehovah, and | do not change”
(Malachi 3:6).

* “| am the Almighty God™ (Genesis 17:1).

* “The Lord hath made all things for
Himself” (Proverbs 16:4).

* “Thou, even Thou only, knows the
hearts of all the children of men” (1
Kings 8:39).

 “Behold the Lord God will come. . . His
reward is with Him” (Isaiah 40:10).

* “Lord, my hope is in Thee” (Psalm
29:1).

JESUS CHRIST

* “| am the First and the Last” (Revelation
1:17-18).

* “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today,
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

* “| am the Almighty” (Revelation 1:8).

* “All things were created by Him and for
Him™ (Colossians 1:16).

 “All shall know that | am He who
searches the minds and hearts”
(Revelation 2:23).

* “Behold, | am coming quickly, and My
reward is with Me” (Revelation 22:12).

* “Jesus Christ, who is our hope” (1
Timothy 1:1).
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4 i . This is a common “proof text” for Nontrinitarians. At
B firstitseems like Paulis distinguishing Jesus from

God, using two different terms (“God”, “Lord").



THE CURIOUS CASE OF
| CORINTHIANS 8:4-6

-« This is a common “proof text” for Nontrinitarians. At
first it seems like Paul is distinguishing Jesus from
God, using two different terms (“God", “Lord").

* However, they are not exclusive terms. We know that
the Father is both God AND Lord (Matt. 11:25, Rev.
21:22, 2 Peter 3:8,9,12). So calling Jesus “Lord™ does
not necessarily mean He is excluded from also being
“God.” Paul also uses the terms interchangeably to
describe the false gods/idols in verse 5.
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" |« This is acommon “proof text” for Nontrinitarians. At
; first it seems like Paul is distinguishing Jesus from
God, using two different terms (“God", “Lord").

* However, they are not exclusive terms. We know that
the Father is both God AND Lord (Matt. 11:25, Rev.
21:22, 2 Peter 3:8,9,12). So calling Jesus “Lord” does
not necessarily mean He is excluded from also being
“God.” Paul also uses the terms interchangeably to
describe the false gods/idols in verse 5.

* His point is not to exclude Jesus from deity, but to
show that Jesus is a necessary part of the oneness of
God — we are not polytheists (see also 1 Cor. 12:1-6)!




BUT HOW
DOES THAT
WORK?




BE UK WITH THE MYSTERY

* We don't have to know everything about God to know enough.
In fact, we're just fooling ourselves if we think we can wrap
our minds around a Being that is eternal, all-powerful, all-
knowing, and essentially non-corporeal.
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* We don't have to know everything about God to know enough.
In fact, we're just fooling ourselves if we think we can wrap
our minds around a Being that is eternal, all-powerful, all-
knowing, and essentially non-corporeal.

 We accept that we fill different roles for different people. We
“manifest” ourselves as spouses, parents, employees, citizens,
brethren, etc. Yet we are each still one cohesive being. Can we
not give God enough credit to accept that He, too, can manifest
Himself in many ways and still be essentially ONE? Is He not
much more complex than we are?



BE UK WITH THE MYSTERY

* We don't have to know everything about God to know enough.
In fact, we're just fooling ourselves if we think we can wrap

our minds around a Being that is eternal, all-powerful, all-
knowing, and essentially non-corporeal.

 We accept that we fill different roles for different people. We
“manifest” ourselves as spouses, parents, employees, citizens,
brethren, etc. Yet we are each still one cohesive being. Can we
not give God enough credit to accept that He, too, can manifest
Himself in many ways and still be essentially ONE? Is He not
much more complex than we are?

* Exodus 6:2-3, Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:22-23



