. G « 4 ~

4
- e h %
g9 7% .



|s the Bible meant to be
closely examined? Can we
base a doctrine on a small
} amount of evidence? Are
- we guilty of “missing the
- forest for the trees™ by
insisting on a hermeneutic

that focuses so much on the
little details?




DEATH BY DETAILS

* First, we should acknowledge the real dangers of losing
focus on the big picture by elevating things that are
subordinate (Matthew 23:23-24).
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* While Christian doctrine isn’t the same thing as “the Law’,
so frequently discussed in the New Testament, there is a
parallel that is hard to ignore. Watch out that you are not
falling for the same trap (Galatians 3:10, James 2:10).
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* First, we should acknowledge the real dangers of losing
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* While Christian doctrine isn’t the same thing as “the Law’,
so frequently discussed in the New Testament, there is a
parallel that is hard to ignore. Watch out that you are not
falling for the same trap (Galatians 3:10, James 2:10).

* “Justification by works of the Law™ is a lot like drinking
saltwater — the more gulps you take, the thirstier you get.



HYPOCRISY



| e fla
/*:“; F '
A0 g
f
/ -
4 o
i\ A e
/
LA
o S .
pr = "4') Y
, .-'*J. M; .
w, - = i /
Rt - T ~

e Sound doctrine is a good thing (2 Timothy 1:13, Titus 2:1, 1
Timothy 4:16). We must be unapologetic in our devotion to it, no
matter how different it makes us seem from the broader
religious community.
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the gospel is missed while insisting on minutiae. Romans 2
explores this troubling condition.
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e Sound doctrine is a good thing (2 Timothy 1:13, Titus 2:1, 1
Timothy 4:16). We must be unapologetic in our devotion to it, no
matter how different it makes us seem from the broader
religious community.

* But one can easily slip into hypocrisy when the big picture of
the gospel is missed while insisting on minutiae. Romans 2
explores this troubling condition.

* Remember that hollow adherence to sound doctrine has always
been despicable to God (Micah 6:6-8, Amos 3:21-24, Hosea 6:6).



With all that being said, there is precedent for
establishing doctrines, beliefs, and practices
by zeroing in on tiny details:

* Jesus extracted huge theological concepts
~ from seemingly tiny details in the
scriptures (Matthew 22:31-32, 22:41-43).
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With all that being said, there is precedent for
establishing doctrines, beliefs, and practices
by zeroing in on tiny details:

* Jesus extracted huge theological concepts
3 from seemingly tiny details in the
. scriptures (Matthew 22:31-32, 22:41-45).
- %+ Sodid Paul (Galatians 3:16).

* And the Hebrew writer (Hebrews 8:13).
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2 > o Genesis 15:6 is frequently used by NT

writers to prove a gigantic point, though it
is a very small piece of information (Gal.
3:6. Ja. 2:23. Rom. 4:3. 49-10)






