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* IMITATE THE RIGHT THINGS

* TOTAL COMMITMENT TO CHANGED BEHAVIOR
*EXCEL IN EXCELLENT THINGS

EMBRACE A DIFFERENT DESTINY
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IMITATE THE RIGHT THINGS

* The “night things™ are determined by an authority that is
bigger than me (or you, or anybody).
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* The “night things™ are determined by an authority that is
bigger than me (or you, or anybody).

* 1:6-7, 2:13-14 — The Thessalonians accepted the
testimony of the apostles as divinely-inspired. It was not

merely informative, interesting, or a “nice idea.” It was the
“word of God.”



IMITATE THE RIGHT THINGS

* The “night things™ are determined by an authority that is
bigger than me (or you, or anybody).

* 1:6-7, 2:13-14 — The Thessalonians accepted the
testimony of the apostles as divinely-inspired. It was not
merely informative, interesting, or a “nice idea.” It was the

“word of God.”

* 4:1-2 — The instructions of the apostles are plainly called
“commandments” given by the authority if the Lord.
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* 4:3-8 — Sadly, it is our natural tendency to
| relax into the world’s moral standards.
Sexual indulgence, gluttony, cheating, and
lying are all easy to justify as means to
survival, procreation, etc.
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e 4:3-8 — Sadly, it is our natural tendency to
relax into the world’s moral standards.
Sexual indulgence, gluttony, cheating, and
lying are all easy to justify as means to
survival, procreation, etc.

* Admittedly, Christianity is hard to sell from
a fleshly perspective. We admire the

Thessalonians for standing out in a dark
world (5:4-8).
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* 2:4-12 — The Thessalonians got to see this kind of lfe
up close in the apostle Paul himself. He held himself to
the highest standard, loving them as a father or mother,
working night and day, unimpeachable, and never

guided by ego or ambition.
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* 2:4-12 — The Thessalonians got to see this kind of life
up close in the apostle Paul himself. He held himself to
the highest standard, loving them as a father or mother,
working night and day, unimpeachable, and never
guided by ego or ambition.

e 3:12-13, 4:9-12 — Even in areas of strength, strive for
excellence. We are called to build upon our success
and never rest on our laurels.
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EMBRACE A DIFFERENT DESTINY

* Nothing turns the world upside-down more than viewing
life through a spiritual lens. At least in some small way, it
helps us better understand how we are.not merely mortal,
physical beings. We are not dying and hopeless.
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* Nothing turns the world upside-down more than viewing
life through a spiritual lens. At least in some small way, it
helps us better understand how we are.not merely mortal,
physical beings. We are not dying and hopeless.

*1:10

o 4:13ff
* 5:9-10
* 5:23



